David Christian and the History of Big History
In the late 1980s, he became interested in understanding the past at very large scales. With the help of colleagues in Astronomy, Geology, Biology, Anthropology and Prehistory, he began an experimental history course that began with the origins of the Universe and ended in the present day. Within two years, his students had persuaded him that, after dealing with 13 billion years of history (in 13 weeks) it was a shame not to deal with the future as well, so he introduced a final lecture on prospects for the future. In 1992, he wrote an article describing this approach (not entirely seriously) as “Big History”. The label seems to have stuck. Similar courses appeared quite independently elsewhere, and there are now several University courses in big history in Europe, Russia, Australia and North America. In 2004, he published a text on big history: Maps of Time.
